Ry . " . o
 Bikligpyy. 1§ -~ Approved For Release 2001/12/05 : CIA-RDP83_-00415R004500220008-g5
CLASSIFICATION  5.Ck 2/CONTIOE - U. S. OF: TCIALS ONLY

N CENTRAL INTELLICENCE AGENCY REPORT N
oo INFORMATION REPORT oo,
COUNTRY Albania DATE DISTR. 50 March 1950
SUBJECT = Military Roads Kukes-Peshkop NO. OF PAGES 2
25X1A and Berat-Corevode .

PLACE NO. OF ENCLS,. 2

ACQUIRED Retum to GA Lit (LISTED BELOWS

DATE OF 25X1X SUPPLEMENT TO
INFO. 2

Tha condition of the nmationsl highmays in Albania is in @ Very poor cone
dition; they are rarely ropaired cue to lack of matorials, specialized

labor and financial means. By countrast, the military roads are not

neglected. The following rotes are given on two of these: .

Rukes-Yeshkop Military Road:

l.  Boginning where the Kukes road brinchos off fran that leading to Yugoslavia,
the military road was construgted alons the original cart road, which passos
through the rezime of Gostila e Yanza, loading to the village of Biecnj.
From Bicaj it follows the mule trisl which passes through Kolesjeni; and
turns immediately east from Point 4775, and, gtill following the formar
mule track, crosses through the sone of Demen. 8kirting clong the enstern
portion of the villaze of Resgko, i subsequently branches off fram the muls
track. FPollowing zlong an old path, it ascends halfwvmy up the hill with
a single turn, until it reoches tho lunt howes of tho village of Ujmishti,
ord the nule track alongside of wtich swe sonstructed the houses which form.
pert of that community. The wllitary road descends half-wey dovm the hill,
until it renches Point Q-343, snd crosces the tribuiery of the Drin by moans
of an old bridge. From this bridge on the road nmakes use of an old mule
track which touches upon Duthe and Rrect (-640); from Skavica it widens
eastward, and as indicated fn Attachment "A", recches the metal bridge which
orosces the river Drin. This brid s, kuowns as the Dode Dridpe, is of the
Amorican t/pe, "a balestra," with .. vidth of 3440 neters, length &8 meters,
uooden surface and e height of 10 msters fron the water level. The destruc-
tion of this bridge would close up the road for a long period of time: dus
to the orographic charasteristios f tha toerrain, as well as the steadily
strong current of the river Drim, §+ would not Ls possible for wo-way traffic
to ford the raver over a lowgthy period of time, ‘the first portion of the
road (Kukes to the Dode bridge) it cwvt shrouch rocky torrain, and even heavy
rains would not prevent passafe. :

Z. ‘Ihe second portion of the road {fron tho Doda bridge to reshkop) is almost
entirely constructed in clayey terrain, with all its inevitable consequences
during the rainy season,
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Fram the Dode bridge to the Bets River, the read runs parsllel} %o the Drin
River, following the western barks st a maximm distance of approzimately
500 meteys. #Hven along this portion of the road it follows the troil of
old paths or mule tracks; at Poimi 509 it passes the Krajesmulli i Verdesn
reglon, and orogses tha Seta River Ly a metal bridge, ™ balestrs singolo";
the bridgo is 18 meters long, 3:40 metere wide, woodsn surface, 6 meters

in héight, The destruction of this bridge would close up this road only
during the rainy seamon; at any other time the Setrm River, in the imuedlate
vioinity of the bridge, is easily fordable even by houvy objectss To ths
south of the riverg the military rosd follows the mule track whioh runs :
along the northern periphery of Arrusi, and, following the first hil.y lines
to the west of the Drin, resches the Muhuri ropion. It them crosses the
Drin on & metallie¢ bridge, "a bulostra tipo 'doppio singole,*" it hos a
Isngth of 96 netors, width 3.40 meters, wooden surface, and & height of

9 meters from the water level. The destruction of this bridge would meke
it oxtremely diffiowlt to croeg the Drin River, which, uven in the dry
Bonson, has & high water level zmi a very strong currents

From the Muhuri bridge the roand reaschea Peshkopy grossing through the
Brezdban village.

The military road discussed abore has an average width of 5 meters. The
road, howeven.widens el frequent intsrvals to permit two~way iraflic;
this of course tekes more time. 4&long the entiro road thers is & cover
of solid gravel of epproximetely 20 cemtimeters in thickness. Hepnir
work vias eomplobod recently and only in the Doda bridgoe~-Peshkép porticn
of the road, duving the ruiny scnson, have there been hreaks in the rosd
due to the clayey naturs of the serrain. :

Berat~Coarevode Military Road:

Beginning to the east of Berat, the military road is sonstructed; for the
first lap, along the terrain of the formerly oxisting secondary rcad which
passes through Uznova, to the north of the Osumi River, where it joins
with the mule track which starts st Vodies, and follows that mule track
until it reaches Kyla Celos. The road thsm follows along the path of %“he
cart-road passing through Vertopi, and, hugging the north-east banks of tha
Opumi River, trends awey from tho old roadway to Gouch upon the viilages
of Bargullas and Hoval; following #hs trail of the old Sirek end Lobrusha
mule track, it reaches Cerevecds.

‘The militery rcad follows an almost level path until it reaches Vertopi;
from this location to Cerevode it outs through the hills, and is in a
clayey torrain. For this reason. during the rainy season ib is subjsct
to landslides and blocking.

The road, which has a gravel surimce of 20 centimsters, 18 35,05 meters in
length; the limited number of orossing points permits only two colurms of
notor vehicles ulong the entire length of ths rosd (see Attachment "8},
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